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It is our pleasure to report that Fiscal Year 2007 meant good things for our airports 
and that the long view shows a trend of sustained growth and success. 
  
Since 2004, passenger counts have risen by almost 8.5%, and total cargo tonnage 
has grown by more than 18%.  Completion of the extensions to our West Runway this 
year broadens the reach of our nonstop flights—with larger loads—to destinations as 
distant as the Pacific Rim and Asia.

Over the same period, we’ve significantly expanded and enhanced our safety and 
security capabilities, inaugurated an innovative flight tracking system available to 
the public through our website and discovered ways to reduce costs and increase 
efficiencies.

In Fiscal Year 2007, we added new retail shops, restaurants and other amenities 
to serve travelers and visitors to Louisville International Airport and the airport was 
ranked the third-busiest cargo airport in North America and the ninth in the world.  

In addition, we moved our administrative offices back to the airport from their temporary 
downtown location.  For the board, administration and staff, I think we can safely say 
it’s great to be home on our airfield. 

C.T. “SkIp” MILLeR

executive Director

J. D. NIchOls

Chairman of the Board
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A I R  S E R V I C E  A N D  M A R K E T I N G 

In Fiscal Year 2007, passenger levels continued to be strong and air service improved 
yet again.  With new airlines joining our already impressive roster of carriers, travelers 
at louisville International Airport benefit from a highly competitive environment that 
keeps fares low and service high.

Frontier inaugurated service, and in the process added a new destination never before 
served from louisville—Denver, cO.  American Eagle launched new nonstop service to 
Raleigh-Durham and upgraded service to Dallas/Ft. Worth. Us Airways added a sixth 
daily flight to charlotte and a fourth daily flight to New York-laGuardia. Delta added a 
third daily flight to Orlando. In addition, an upgrade by Midwest connect to jet service 
to Milwaukee took louisville International to “all-jet” status for the first time in history, a 
significant milestone.

Successful and attention-getting advertising campaigns helped to fuel travelers’ 
interest and passenger growth, while earning award recognition from the Airports 
council International of North America and the Kentucky Tourism council – as well 
as featured treatment in Aviation Daily, a highly regarded trade journal.  As part of the 
airport’s marketing efforts, a quarterly corporate Travel Forum was established to gain 
valuable input from the region’s top corporate air-travel customers.

ToTAl 
PASSENGERS

2007  3,663,594
2006  3,760,686
2005     3,563,862
2004  3,377,832





A I R  C A R G o 

Early in Fiscal Year 2007, the Airports council International released its final 2006 air 
traffic reports, ranking louisville International as the third- busiest cargo airport in North 
America and the ninth-busiest in the world.  That’s up one position from the previous 
year and reflects the airport’s status as the global air hub for United Parcel service 
(UPs), the world’s eighth largest airline.

During this fiscal year, the Authority actively worked with UPs and the Federal Aviation 
Administration on the expansion of UPs’s global air hub--WorldportSM.  key components 
of that work included developing a comprehensive air-space analysis, a traffic forecast 
and the leasing/selling of key parcels of land.

AIRCRAfT 
oPERATIoNS   

2007 178,096
2006 178,451
2005 171,179
2004 171,258

ToTAl CARGo

2007    4,571,237,170 lbs.
2006    4,184,641,723 lbs.
2005    3,839,628,768 lbs.
2004    3,745,953,408 lbs.
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students

C o M M u N I T y

According to a 2005 comprehensive economic impact report released in FY 
‘07, Louisville International Airport and Bowman Field comprise the largest private 
employment center in the area and are among the primary economic engines powering 
the state and regional economy.  The study showed that Louisville’s airports generated 
annual recurring economic impacts of:

• 43,589 total jobs 
• $1.8 billion in total annual payroll 
• $4.5 billion in total business expenditures 
• $246 million in state and local taxes 

In Fiscal Year 2007, the lRAA continued to work with all constituencies to minimize the 
impact of aircraft operations.  The community Noise Forum (cNF) meets monthly and its 
representatives include community residents and businesses, as well as airlines, other 
aircraft operators, sensitive facilities, Airport Authority management and government.  
The group makes decisions by consensus and has been instrumental in researching 
and developing noise-abatement solutions.  

Through the efforts of cNF, a flight-tracking and noise-monitoring system is available to 
the public through the Authority’s website.  The innovative system enables residents to 
access air-traffic information, provides detailed maps and the ability to determine aircraft 
types, airline names and the origins and destinations for air traffic.  This information can 
be used to continue to find new ways to reduce the impact of noise on our community. 



P
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C u S T o M E R  S E R V I C E  &  A M E N I T I E S

The Airport Ambassador program continued to expand in FY 2007, assisting 84,754 
people—an increase of close to 20,000 over FY 2006.  This all-volunteer group 
welcomes travelers and visitors to our airport, providing directions, information and a 
helping hand.

Within the terminal, new shopping and dining facilities were added during this 
fiscal year.  Quizno’s and the Waterfront Bar and Grill create new food options, and 
travelers can discover unique items and gifts at Brighton’s and Explore Kentucky, two 
new specialty shops.

Another improvement, which will become apparent to travelers and visitors in early 
FY ’08, is the addition of an in-line baggage screening system. The new system 
will screen checked luggage behind the scenes, allowing the large X-ray screening 
machines to be removed from the departure lobby. Travelers will then simply check 
their bags curbside or at the ticket counters and proceed to their gates.  



17R/35L

17R/35L
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A I R f I E l D  E N h A N C E M E N T S

Several important projects moved forward or were completed during FY 2007.  The 
largest of these—-and one with significant impact for our future— was the completion 
of a three-phase, $20 million extension of the West Runway (17R/35l).  Now at 
almost 12,000 feet, the longer runway allows aircraft to fly nonstop with larger loads to 
destinations as far away as the Pacific Rim and Asia, conserving time and fuel.

Airfield lighting upgrades that offer both financial and ecological benefits continued in 
FY ’07.  selected areas of the airfield were converted to lED (light Emitting Diode) 
lights, which will consume only about 30% of the energy used by the conventional older 
lights, and which will last more than twice as long.
  
The Authority also began a comprehensive review to uncover additional ways to become 
more energy efficient and environmentally responsive wherever possible.

In addition, the focus continued on the Beyond 2010 program, designed to put the 
infrastructure in place to meet the needs of our business partners so that we can continue 
to retain and attract aviation-related companies and jobs for our community. 

As part of the Beyond 2010 initiative, construction of phase I of Taxiway Alpha was 
begun in FY ‘07.



Position and Hold, 
Cleared for Takeoff. 
Cleared ILS Runway 35R. 
Taxi to the Ramp.

Hold Short Runway 35L.  
Traffic two-mile final. 
Traffic one o’clock, 
3-miles, B747 west-

bound.
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S A f E T y

unnoticed by most outside the airport community, the LRAA Maintenance Department 
plays a pivotal role in airfield safety.  In Fiscal Year 2007, our Maintenance Department 
stepped into the spotlight and was recognized by the Federal Aviation Administration’s 
southern Region with the prestigious “Airport safety Mark of Distinction Award” for work 
related to enhancing airfield safety.

During the same period, the lRAA also instituted an annual vehicle-replacement program 
to ensure that reliable and modern equipment is available.  The program replaces a 
percentage of the fleet each year– including police, fire and snow removal equipment. 

over the last few years, the Authority has embarked on an ambitious program to 
enhance safety and ensure first-class emergency services to the traveling public, by 
building a unified Public safety Department in which all officers are cross-trained to 
function as a police officer, firefighter, EMT and dispatcher.  In Fiscal Year 2007, the 
pursuit of this goal resulted in improved response capabilities, cost-savings, and staffing 
flexibility.

In addition, two of our most senior officers play key roles within the Aviation law 
Enforcement Agencies Network (AlEAN).  chief Petty is 2nd Vice President and sits on 
the Board of Directors, and Assistant chief Watkins is the AlEAN representative on a 
TsA canine Quality Assurance Team.





15

R E N A I S S A N C E  Z o N E

The louisville Renaissance Zone corporation (lRZc) is a redevelopment authority 
created by state statue to promote economic development and airport-compatible 
community redevelopment on 3,000 acres south of the airport.  

In FY 2007, the LRZC Board of Directors negotiated and approved an agreement with 
UPs regarding the sale of 60 acres of that property.  The agreement calls for UPs to lend 
the LRZC funds for public infrastructure improvements in that area (including utilities 
and roadways) to begin the development of an industrial  business park in an area 
where voluntary residential relocation has cleared the way for more airport-compatible 
uses.

UPs will use the land it is purchasing to relocate its trucking fleet’s ground-sorting hub 
from an area with direct airfield access to the Renaissance Zone.  In FY’07, ground 
was broken for the new facility—centennial hub. The move makes room for UPs’s 
expansion of the global air-sorting hub—WorldportSM. 
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V o l u N TA R y  R E S I D E N T I A l  R E l o C AT I o N  P R o G R A M

By fiscal year end, the voluntary residential relocation program reached a significant 
milestone by relocating more than 2,000 families.  In fact, 2003 families (of the 2,159 
eligible) in the most noise-impacted areas around louisville International Airport had 
voluntarily relocated.  

As usual, the relocation program had two distinct components in FY 2007: the traditional 
purchase program and the heritage creek program. In both cases, eligible families are 
offered the opportunity to move from their noise-affected homes. They can choose to 
purchase existing housing or elect to build a new home with comparable features in 
heritage creek.

Residents of heritage creek have carried to their new homes many of the traditions of 
their old neighborhoods, and this innovative development has fast become a vibrant 
and thriving community, with 413 families calling heritage creek home.  Also during the 
2007 fiscal year, the city of heritage creek reached another milestone of not having 
to operate and provide services in the former area of the city of Minor lane heights 
because over 90% of the families there had been relocated.    
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BoWMAN 
fIElD CAPITAl 
IMPRoVEMENT 
PRojECTS

2007  $2,378,592
2006  $1,739,977
2005  $1,231,160
2004  $1,710,236

B o W M A N  f I E l D

from FY 2007 to 2011, almost $8.5 million in capital and major maintenance projects 
are scheduled for Bowman Field, the reliever airport for Louisville International and a 
key component of the community’s airport system.

In FY ’07, these projects included construction of the first phase of Taxiway lima, 
reconstructing a part of the Central American Airways ramp and cladding the Central 
American hangar. In addition, the reconstruction of Runway 14-32 was completed. 

Bowman Field also continued to serve the community in various ways during the Fiscal 
Year, hosting balloon glows and other events, both on airfield grounds and inside the 
historic terminal building.

Interest remains high in the community for Aviation Camp at Bowman Field, a summer 
experience unlike any other.  During this fiscal year, 78 middle schoolers participated 
in Basic Aviation Camp, and 24 high school students enrolled in Advanced Camp at 
Bowman Field.  students learn about principles of flight, engine and aircraft design, 
navigation, aviation history and career opportunities. They also spend up to an hour 
and a half behind the controls of a new cessna aircraft with the assistance of an FAA-
certified flight instructor.



$

$
$
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Noncash Investing, Capital and Financing Activities: 
The Authority has retainage and accounts payable related to construction in progress of approximately $9,922,000 
and $5,894,000 as of June 30, 2007 and 2006, respectively.  The Authority recorded a loss on sale of assets 
of $105,448,000 and $1,971,000 as of June 30, 2007 and 2006, respectively.  During 2006, the Authority wrote 
down approximately $51,006,000 of land assets (see Note M) and recorded donated land valued at approximately 
$22,365,000.  These noncash transactions have been excluded from the above statements.

Go to flylouisville.com for the full annual audit.



J.D. Nichols
Chairman

phil Lynch 
Vice Chairman

Robert L. knust
Secretary/Treasurer

The honorable 
Jerry Abramson 
Mayor of Louisville

p. Richard 
Anderson, Jr.

Mary Rose evans earl F. Jones, Jr. elaine M. 
Musselman

B o A R D  o f  D I R E C To R S

Norman E. Risen Gail l. strange Jeffrey S. Sullivan



p.O. Box 9129

louisville KY 40209-0129

ph: 502-368-6524

fax: 502-367-0199

email: lraa@flylouisville.com 

www.flylouisville.com

01-08  1000

30% post consumer


